


Leucaena Leucocephala (Subabool)
A PROMISING FORAGE PLANT

Leucaena leucocephala is a leguminous tree or shrub having originated
in central America. Though it is known by several names in different parts of
the world, however, in India it is better known as subabool. It is a suitable
plant for cultivation in north eastern region and has several uses.

Advantages

™ Most importantly ,subabool can provide quality herbage almost
throughout the year and can be used in the diets of ruminants, swine
and poultry. It can be used as food, timber, pulp, fibre etc.

™ It does not require extra land for its growth as it can be planted as
fencing in the farms and can be pruned at any height without damaging
the growth of the plant.

™ The plant grows extensively and can even be planted in wastelands or
lands unsuitable for crop cultivation or in the borders of croplands thus
making the plant suitable for cultivation under various land /topographic
situations.

™ It can withstand large variation in temperature, rainfall and wind.
™ It also helps in preventing soil erosion and conserving soil moisture.
Types

5 Hawaiin type : These are short

bushy varieties up to 5 m high, §
flowering very young and almost §
round the year. These are chiefly
used to produce fuel, wood and
charcoal.

22 Salvador type : These are tall and %
tree like growing up to 20 meters
having large leaves and pods and
thick branchless trunks. Some high
yielding Salvador type are also
called Hawaiin Giants and
cultivated for timber and other
wood products.
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Peru type : It is also tall like
Salvador type but with extensive

branching down the trunk. This is
rapid growing and the best type
for forage production and use in pastures.

Varieties

K-8, K-67, K-72, S-11, K-340 and Peru are some of the promising
varieties.

Three year old Leucaena plant

Soil

It can inhabit a wide range of soil types and topography ranging
from narrow valleys to flood plains, rolling hills and mountains with






