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Pineapple Cultivation in Tripura
~ Introduction :
- Pineapple (Ananas comosus) is one of the commercial fruit crops of
India belong to family bromeliaceae. The beauty and virtue of this
“Golden Queen” have been extolled by many poets all over the globe.The
name of the genus, Ananas, is derived from the Tupi-Gurani Indian word
“Nana’ in whose country Pineapple has apparently originated. It is
generally believed and accepted that the present day cultivated pineapple
originated from Paraguay, tropical America. Thailand recorded highest
pineapple production while India ranks fourth. Pineapple is a good
source of vitamin A and vitamin C and is fairly rich in vitamin B4 and
B,. It contains enzyme bromelin and several odorous lactone have also
been found in pineapple. The fruit contains 85.0% moisture, 13% sugar,
0.6% protein and 0.05% mineral matter. Pineapple is a natural crop and

it is the most important fruit crops under prevailing agro-ecological
condition of Tripura. Since it is high rainfall area enriched with tilla land
favouring the soil erosion. Therefore play a vital role to check soil erosion
and it can stand even with. minimum care of orchand.

Soil and Climate _

Laterite soils on hill tops or medium to heavy loams, rich in humus, low
calcium and having a slightly acidic reaction with a pH of 5.0 - 6.0 are
best for pineapple.lt is a typical humid tropical fruit plant, It require
running shade for quality fruits. The fruit grows well near the sea coast
or in the interior, so long as the temperature are not at the extremes.
The optimum temperature range for successful cultivation of pineapple
is between 15.6 to 32.29C. with high humidity. The agro-climatic
condition prevailing in Tripura is ideal for Pineapple cultivation.
A large number of varieties are grown in different parts of North-East
India. The Important varieties are Giant Kew, Queen, Mauritius Jaldhup,
Lakhat and Baruipur local.

Varieties ;

Cayenne group : Smooth Cayenne, Hilo, Kew and Giant kew.
Queen group : Common queen, Mauritius and Ripley queen.
Spanish group  : Red Spanish, Singapore and Masmerah.
Indigenous

Group : Jaldhup, Lakhat, Baruipur Local and Haricharanvita
Kew

The plants are vigorous and leaves are long with straight
margins. The upper surface is dark green with a g
superficial brownish-red mottling and the lower
surface is silvery Crey or ash- Grey in colour. Leaves
often have a short sector of small spines at the tip
and also at the base, near its attachment to the stem,
where they are irregularly arranged.
Fruits weight 1.5-2.5kg, and is oblong in shape, slightly
tapering towards the crown. Eyes are broad and shallow, g
making fruits more suitable for canning. The fruit is yellow % -
when fully ripe and flesh is light yellow almost fibreless, and very juicy
with 0.6-1.2% acid, and its total soluble solid content varies from 12 to
16 brix.







