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Introduction

Greater yam (Dioscorea alata L.) belongs to the family Dioscoreaceae.
The genus Dioscorea has several species which are edible (D. alata, D.
esculenta and D. rotundata) and for medicinal purpose (D. floribunda).
Among the above mentioned species, the D alata is commonly and
mostly grown in India. The greater yam performs better in warm humid
tropical and sub tropical condition and it is known for high production -
and productivity per unit area. In Tripura, the greater yam performs
better than any other States of India because of the favourable agroclimatic
Condition. It is considered as subsidiary Starch food among the tribal
masses. However, its cultivation is very meager due to non availability
of high yielding varieties, good quality planting material and lack of
technical inputs. Further, it is used for various purpose like preparation
of fries, chips and flakes. This crop has tremendous potential/scope
because of its use and availability of ITK (Indigenous Traditional Knowledge)
especially on various preparations and extending tuber shelf life by
adding ash at the cut surface. Considering all the above facts and its
importance in food habit of Tripura people, it is the need of hour to give
more emphasis on production techniques of greater yam under Tripura
conditions.

Climate

The Greater yam is widely cultivated in tropical regions of the world
where there is a good combination of adequate moisture and good
drainage. The optlmum temperature varies from 30-35°C. The high
temperature (> 40°C) coupled with dry conditions, if temperature goes
down below 20°C the growth becomes poor. This crop is highly susceptible
to frost. However, this crop prefer the subtropical warm humid
condition/climate ( agroclimatic condition of Tripura which exactly fit
with the above said suitable condition for greater yam cultivation).

Soil

Greater yam performs better in ample moisture condition and it is
relatively tolerant to dry condition. However, for better tuber grown and
high yield, the maintenance of optimum moisture regime from 14« to






