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Cassava

Cassava (or) Tapioca (Manihot esculenta Crantz.) belonging to the family
Euphorbiaceae. It is an erect growing shrub branched (or) unbranched
with palmately partite leaves. It is monoecious and protogynous. The
adventitious roots store food and form the tubers. Cassava tubers being
rich in starch, is an important subsidiary food. It forms a raw material
for industry (Starch & Sago) and is a component of animal, fish, and
poultry feeds due to stability of starch granules in water. Starch extraction
from cassava tubers is easy because of non-availability of non starchy
constituents such as protein and lipids. It is processed in to food products
like chips, sago, vermicelli, papads etc.

Soil and climate

This crop can be grown between 30°N and 30°S latitude and altitude
up to 2000 MSL but it performs better at lower altitudes. It is the most
draught tolerant species among the cultivated plants (Partial opening of
the stomata and changing the leaf position against su n|1ght at noon time).

The crop can with stand very high temperature even 35°C but it cannot
with stand frost and the growth ceases when temperature goes down
to 10°C. This crop prefers the slightly acidic soil with good soil depth.

Varieties

1. H-97: (Manjavella X Acc. No. 300):

The plants are erect branching, broad leaf, and dark green petiole. The
tubers are cylindrical in shape, light brown colour and white flesh. It has
on yield potential of 25-30 tonnes/ha in 9 72 -10 months duration. The
tubers contain 27-31% starch and 180-200 ppm of HCN. This variety
is tolerant to cassava mosaic disease and drought.

2. H-226 (M-4 X Ethakka Karuppan)
The plants are medium tall, erect
branching, broad leaf, green petiole,
cylindrical tuber, light pink tuber rind
and white fleshed. The tuber contains
28-30% starch 180-200 ppm HCN,
and good cooking quality. It has as
yield potential of 30-35 tonnes/ha in
10 months duration.

3. H-165 (Chadayamangallamvella X Kalikalan)
The Plants are medium tall, erect
branching, broad leaf and green
petiole. An early maturing variety can
be harvested between 7 /2 -8 months
after planting (35 - 40 t/ha). The tubers
are stout, conical with golden brown
skin, white flesh and possess 23-25%
starch, 150-165 ppm of HCN and good
cookmg quality. It has marked z

resistance to cassava mosaic and is also free from attack of red mite and
scale insect.







